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This is an amazing operation. 

Carson was newly licensed before he 
deployed to Marion Island. He quickly 
became a veteran op and controlled the 
pile-ups well. He discovered the magic 
of 10m and using only 100W and a ver- 
tical gave many of us a new one. His 
QSL manager, XYL Bev, was equally gra- 
cious and very efficient. 


Thank you Carson and Bev! 


The San Diego DX Club (SDDXC) is among the best known and most highly respected DX clubs in the United 
States. Since it’s founding in 1946, SDDXC members have been on both sides of the pile ups with DXpedi- 
tions and a fair share have achieved “Top of the Honor Roll” status. If you’re interested in chasing DX, con- 
testing, exchanging stories or just rubbing elbows with fellow “Big Guns” or “Little Pistols”, you’ll feel right 
at home at one of our club meetings. Join us at our next meeting. Visitors are particularly welcome! 


For real time DX spotting and lively conversation on a variety of subjects, join us on 144.415 MHz. 


This month’s presentation will be by Leo Almazan, WA6LOS, the Team 
Leader of the April 2015 DXpedition to the Spratlys. [Vice President ‘sReport| 3 | 
seretaryrssurer ot] 
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A Word from the Prez... 
Ban Severance, N6ERD 


Greetings DXers, 


Great conditions the last few months — any of you who are newer DXers need 
to realize that it’s not always like this! Back in 2006 when I became a ham we 
were at the bottom of the sunspot cycle so I rarely made 10M contacts unless 
they were local or periodically trans-equatorial ducting to south America! 


Low bands are not as good now as high sunspots generally lead to more noise 
and absorbtion on the low bands, but of course there are antennas (beverages if 
you have lots of land, EWEs, flags, etc.) if you have a small lot which can help 
improve reception and avoid some of the noise. Regardless, in 6 years the low 
bands will improve but the high bands will be gone, so get them while the get- 
ting is good! 


High sunspots ionize the atmosphere allowing the high bands to reflect back to 
earth rather than pass through. This sunspot cycle took forever to get here and 
is predicted to start declining by the second half of the year. 


When a DXpedition (or any DX) comes on — of course be sure to work them at 
all, but then make sure to focus on 10, 12 and 15 in particular in case your next 
chance is during a low cycle. It won’t go to nothing immediately but will get 
progressively worse so enjoy it now while you can! 


73, Pan, N6ERD 
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Vice President’s 


Report 
Wild Bill, WB6BFG 


Greetings to all! 


San Diego DX Club Bulletin 


Here’s hoping that everyone that went to the In- 
ternational DX Convention had a great time! I 
wish to thank all of you from the club that joined 
in with us at the registration desk getting the 
packets and shirts passed out. We got it opened 
up early and never had any maddening lines. 
Next year's convention date was announced dur- 
ing the Sunday morning ceremonies: April 17- 
19, 2015 to be held at the Visalia Convention 
Center. 


This month’s meeting will once again be back 
at The Sizzler. I hope that everyone has seen it 
on the club’s website and the Yahoo Group. 


This month’s presentation will be by Leo Alma- 
zan, WA6LOS, Team Leader of the April 2015 
DXpedition to the Spratly’s. The DXOP DXpe- 
dition is tentatively scheduled for April 2015. 
The Mabuhay DX Group formally announced the 
DXpedition during the IOTA forum at the Inter- 
national DX Convention in Visalia, CA this 
month. 


Thanks to Arnie Shatz, N6HC, and his friend for 
making the trip down from Orange County to do 
the presentation last month! It was great to see 
him (them) and hear about his adventures on the 
recent DXpedition to Amsterdam Island, 
FT5ZM. 


Congratulations to Paul Dorey, WNO6K, for 
bringing “that kid with the blinking lights, run- 
ning all over asking for signatures.” Dylan, 
Paul’s Grandson, was awarded the youngest at- 
tendee award of a new antenna. Dylan also got 
some seat time at the special event station and 
ran quite a number of QSO’s, Way to Go Dylan! 


I happened across this picture on a QRZ listing. 
Jim, W6YA, will obviously know who the recip- 
ient of the gift(s) is. Anyone else? 


Right nice of you Jim! 


I came across a website by ZS1AN, Andre, which is 
an interesting compilation of Amateur Radio Contest- 
ing FAQ’s. Mainly for new guys or to pass along to 
someone just getting started. http://www.qsl.net/ 


zslan/contesting fag.html 


There is plenty of DX on most every day, check out 
the Leagues DX Bulletin here: http://www.arrl.org/ 
wlaw-bulletins-archive/ARLD016/2014 If you’re 
wondering what’s on the contest horizon check here 
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/ 
weeklycont.php 


And DXPeditions here: http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/ 
adxo.html 


Please remember that the club’s newsletter is only as 

good as the information Ron receives, so just take the 
time to submit any DX related stories, tall tales, mus- 
ings of a madman or crazy lady for his consideration. 
Thanks Ron for all you do! 


73 & 88’s to the pretty ones ~ 
Wilda BiLL, WB6BFG 


"To invent, you need a good imagination and a pile 
of junk" ~ Thomas Edison 
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Secretary/Treasurer 


Reports 
Ellen, NSUWW 


Secretary’s Report 


The March 26th meeting was conducted by Dan 
N6ERD at Filippi’s Mira Mesa as Sizzler was still 
undergoing their long awaited remodel. (NOTE: 
April meeting will be back at Sizzler on Aero 
Drive) 


Newcomers and visitors were introduced: NODY 
and W6SQC. Old Business: Mike NA6MB report- 
ed on the Poway Antenna issue (next meeting May 
6 — all encouraged to attend). 


Volunteer lists were reviewed for registration ta- 
ble and raffle ticket sales at the Visalia Internation- 
al DX Convention April 4-6. 


New Business: Miguel, KJ6YXI, got his DXCC 
certificate (Mixed and SBB) in the mail. Marko, 
N5ZO, has received final approval on his tower 
installation. Jim, W6Y], was presented with the 
Club’s coveted “Top Gun” award, Russ, KSOA, 
was presented the “Big Gun” Award and Miguel, 
KJ6YXI, was awarded the “Rookie of the Year’. 


Arnie Shatz, N6HC, gave a presentation on his re- 
cent trip to Amsterdam Island as part of the 
FTS5ZM DXpedition. 


Treasurer’s Report 
Statement Balance 3/31/2014 $5758.48 
87 current members 


Dues became delinquent 1/31/2014. 


Please send checks payable to “SDDX Club 
Inc” ($20 individual or $30 family) to 


San Diego DX Club 

c/o Ellen Utschig NoUWW 
2104 Poplar Rd 

Oceanside, CA 92058-2332 


Ellen, NOUWW 


Editor’s Ramblings 


Thanks to John (K6AM), Jim (K6JRF), Leo 
(WA6LOS), Ed (AI60), Wayne (NN6R), Bob 
(N6TV), Charlie (NN3V), Jim (W6YA), and Jim 
(W6Y]), for providing input this month. 


I was very excited about attending the April meeting to 
announce that after 30 years of intense DXing on 10m, 
I had finally worked Pakistan. I was going to tell you 
how difficult it is, even from CO with an 8-element 
mono-band yagi, because long path never seems to 
reach north of New Delhi and short path never seems 
to stretch south of Kyrgyzstan (EX), but after seeing 
the “How’s DX” reports for this month, I’ll just keep 
quite. Looks like AP on 10m is just routine DX for the 
‘Big Guns’ of the SDDXC. In any event, it was excit- 
ing to hear and work AP2TN very early on 10m be- 
cause he is only running 100W to a vertical. Definitely 
one of those QSOs that I will never forget. 


We are four weeks beyond equinox so the evening 
openings over the north pole into central Asia on 10m 
are history, but check the band in the late afternoon for 
the openings to west Africa. I recently worked 5TOJL, 
6WISR, 9L1A, D44CF and ZS6WN 2 to 3 hours be- 
fore sunset. 


Finally, every morning and every weekend for sure, I 
try to log one or more Europeans on 10m. You never 
know what log entry will be your last Eu contact for 
the next 5 — 6 years, while you wait for the sun spots to 
return and nudge the solar flux well above 74 once 
again. 


Ron, NORR 


CW is not just a mode, it is a lifestyle 


The SDDXC Top Ten 
By John, K6AM 


TOTAL COUNTRIES WORKED ON 80 METERS TOTAL COUNTRIES WORKED ON 20 METERS 


(Note: This should have been published in the March issue, but I screwed up- Ed.) 


On 80 meters, Art, K6XT comes from out of nowhere to jump 5 slots to take over the first place spot held by 
NO6ND (SK) in a tie with Jim, W6YA. In case of a tie, we then look at the CFM column for the highest totals 
there. Several other players check in with some nice jumps as well. 


As those new entities finally got into the reports, we see a couple of small jumps on 20, but the leader board 
remains cast in stone. We seal the records for Rick, N6ND with a final total of 301 on 80 and 354 on 20. 


Each month, we will publish top ten lists for one of the lesser recognized but hard won categories. Coming up 
next, 15 meters, and the WARC bands. Please send me your totals for each band throughout the year and you 
will be listed in coming months. Use the convenient form at http://www.sddxc.org or bring 'em to the meeting. 


2013 ARRL DX SSB CONTEST 
SDDXC RESULTS 

CLASS | CALL SCORE QSO’S | MLTS | FINISH 
MS HP PJ2T #1 World 

(K6AM, WOCG, 8,271,822 | 8,056 | 346 

K8LEE, DLSAXX) 

NX6T #1 W6/W7, #1 SW Div 

(N6KI, N6CY, 

N6ERD, NN6X, 

NOEEG, K6KAL, 1,140,192 | 1,304 | 296 

AF6WF, K6GO, 

NAOMB, ops) 
SO HP Wo6Y!I 1,565,748 | 1,929 | 276 #1 W6/W7, #1 SW Div 
SOSB-15 | ZF2AH (W6VNR) 631,260 3,527 | 60 #2 World 
SO-A HP | KY6LA 63,189 183 119 


AF6OWF 61,983 214 97 


The SDDXC Top Ten 
By John, K6AM 


TOTAL COUNTRIES WORKED ON 30 METERS TOTAL COUNTRIES WORKED ON 15 METERS 


4/13 CALL | ZNS |} C-D | CFM 
‘ 4 


Quite a few of you sent a report this year with some nice gains across the board with Art, K6XT having the 
biggest gains. 15 meters continues to be productive with some good openings worldwide as we ride the wave 
of what appears to be a second hump to cycle 24. We seal the records for Rick, N6ND (SK) with a final total 
of 327 on 30 and first place with 347 on 15. 


Each month, we will publish top ten lists for one of the lesser recognized but hard won categories. Coming up 
next, the other WARC bands, 160 and RTTY. Please send me your totals for each band throughout the year 
and you will be listed in coming months. Use the convenient form at http://www.sddxc.org or bring 'em to the 
meeting. 


SDDXC RESULTS 
2013 ARRL SWEEPSTAKES CW CONTEST 


CLASS CALL SCORE | QSO’S | MLTS 
MS - HP NX6T (K6AM, 227,254 | 1,369 | 83 #1 SW DIV 
N6KI, N6AN, #2 US/VE 
NODY, N6CY, 
WA2O00OB, ops) 
SO - LP WN6K 133,488 | 824 81 #5 SW DIV 
SO — LP-U K6ZH 85,158 | 513 83 #3 SW DIV 
SO -U N6NC 18,204 111 82 
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This page consists of historical data so members can share information or brag 
a 9? about their accomplishments. For real time info, monitor the club 2m spotting 
How S DX = frequency, 144.415 MHz. For future DX info subscribe to the ARRL weekly 
DX bulletin and/or W3UR’s newsletter. 


DX worked by SDDXC members during late March and early April 
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QSLs Received Recently 
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Hi, Iam Leo (WA6LOS), the Team Leader of the April 2015 DXpedition to the Spratlys. I have been a ham 
since I was 14 years old and first licensed as WN6YJC. I took my General class exam a week after my Novice 
license expired, hence the WA6LOS callsign. 


I like contesting and DXing and have operated in many countries such as the Philippines, Germany, Wake Is- 
land, Japan, and Kuwait. I have both the DXCC and WAZ certificates. I am also into QRP and homebrewing. 
I have just finished a two tube CW transmitter to go with my 3-tube superhet-regen receiver. I will take both 
rigs to the Philippines this coming May and see how many countries I can work with 15 watts of power. 


I just retired from SPAWAR where I worked for almost 30 years as an electronics engineer and a project man- 
ager. I am also a retired naval reservist after spending 8 years in active duty, the Panama invasion, first Gulf 
war and the war in Iraq. My wife and I will be retiring part time in the Philippines and here in San Diego 
where we have a son and a daughter and two grandkids. 


I belong to the Mabuhay DX Group, a group of Filipino-Americans, Filipino-Canadians and Filipino hams and 
avid DXers and contesters. The word Mabuhay is a Filipino greeting and in the Filipino language means ‘long 
live.” The Group was started in 1996 and our first DX contest participation was the 1996 CQ WW Contest and 
it was a combined expedition and contesting atop Mt Frazier near Los Angeles where we were literally 
snowed in by two-foot of snow during the first night of the contest! 


The Group has then participated in other DX contests here in the States and in the Philippines. The Spratlys DXpedition willbe our 
first DXpedition and came about after a formal invitation by Kalayaan Island Group town Mayor of Pag Asa, 
one of the biggest island in the Spratlys. 


The Philippine Amateur Radio Association, the umbrella organization of hams in the country, also sent us a 
formal invite since there has not been any ham activity in the Philippine side of the Spratlys since 2007. Last 
month we also received our license to operate by the Philippine National Communication Commission as 
DXOP. 


The DXOP DXpedition is tentatively scheduled for April 2015. The Mabuhay DX Group formally announced the DXpeditiondur- 
ing the IOTA forum at the International DX Convention in Visalia, CA this month. We have solicited spon- 
sorships from Elecraft, DX Engineering, Step-IR, Heil and MFJ. We plan to request funding also from the 
Northern California DX Foundation and logistic support from both the Philippine Air Force and Navy who 
are supportive and have approved our plans. We look forward to presenting a short brief of the DXpedition to 
you the members of the San Diego DX Club. See you all soon. 73. 


—_ — ; Did you work him? 
Taking home the Visalia convention's z 


"Youngest Ham" prize, Dylan KK6IFZ 
was all smiles as Dan N6ERD handed 
him the boxes. (Photo by N6TV) 


The New Sizzler — by K6AM 


I had the opportunity to stop by the Sizzler for their grand re-opening. From the outside everything looks 
about the same, but once you get inside, it takes a bit of re-orientation. The whole interior has had a facelift, 
with all new furniture and fixtures. Our meeting room is the same size but now has A/C and lighting controls 
on the wall, a big screen TV and a picture window to the parking lot. 


The ordering procedure is a bit different. You place your order and pay for it as before and then they give you 
a little electronic locater beacon that you take to your table. No more trays. 


The drink glasses and salad plates are now out in the food area and you serve yourself assuming you have paid 
for those items. The server brings your entrée to the table after zeroing in on your beacon. 


I had the cheeseburger. It was different than before but certainly just as tasty. Many of the other menu items 
have been updated, and we are looking forward to seeing if the overall food quality has been upgraded as well, 
not that is was that bad before. 


The dinner staff has gone from 4 up to 7, so service should be fast and efficient. However, all of the upgrades 
must have cost a fortune. So be prepared for a small sticker shock. Bring an extra two to three bucks to cover 
the typical order. 


Hints and Kinks from Jim Forgione, K6JRF 


1) Many years ago I remember auto-bias ckts were tried, most ended in failure b/c the distortion produced was 
really bad. The attached PDF shows one such ckt that many of us played with and ultimately rejected. Many 
years later, "Spice" was made useable on a home computer so this and other ckts went under the analysis' 
knife. Suffice to say, no wonder it didn't work! After some mods, it works perfectly. The attached PDF de- 
tails that saga. 


Here's a direct link to the PDF from my web pages: http://www.k6jrf.com/Electronic%20Bias%20Ckts_3-7- 
14.pdf 


2) Bought a new garage door opener (gdo) and it responded better to RF than the remote control! The details 
of the 'fixes' are here; http://www.k6jrf.com/FT2k GDO_Fix.html 


Poway Amateur Radio Antenna Ordinance 
Yes. It is time to remind all again! 
As of now, the Poway City Council will hold another meeting to consider this subject. 


As requested last month, Poway hams are asking your cooperation and presence at the City Council meeting. 
There continues to be excellent evidence that the opposition will be present in numbers. 


There is known to be a "rallying" by the Real Estate developers to appear in large numbers, opposing our re- 
quest for a relaxation of the Poway antenna height rules. While this opposition block has appeared to diminish 


in recent past, they have held unusual power over the elected officials on past controversial issues. 


Poway hams know that the council members in favor of the relaxation are inclined to continue their support. 
But they are, after all, politicians. They "count noses" to figure out voting opportunities. And in this coming 


election, the Mayor's position is being contested! 
So Please come out an support Poway hams with your presence. 


Poway hams are providing hot dogs and refreshments to all hams who join the effort. Meet in the City Hall 
parking lot at 6:00 PM, Tuesday, May 6th. Address is 13325 Civic Center Drive, Poway, CA. 92064 


Everyone will be given a Poway Amateur Radio Society badge to wear into the meeting, which will start at 
7:00 PM. 


73 de Charlie 
NN3V 


11 


